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BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Under

The Board of Regents will be
discussing two new items at their
meeting on Friday, in addition to
voting on several items previously
approved at the board meeting on
Sept. 27.
The regents will discuss the selling of WKU’s land to the Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet for the creation of a roundabout and will file
university expenditures and revenue at 8 a.m. in the Cornelius A.
Martin Regents Room located in
Mass Media and Technology Hall.
President Gary Ransdell said
sometimes action items will be
voted on without going through
committee meetings first because
information may be unavailable at
the time the committee meetings
are held.
“In most circumstances, you
want things to come through a
committee to get the full discussion,” Ransdell said. “But the Board
will have plenty of opportunity to
discuss these two items.”
The first of the previously undiscussed action items — the selling of
land — if approved, will allow WKU
to sell a portion of its land to the
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
to build a roundabout at the intersection of 31-W Bypass and University Boulevard.
Ransdell said the roundabout
would alleviate traffic congestion.
SEE REGENTS PAGE A3

FIRE

“Vague” email policy
could be seeing a change

A

fter discovering the
Foundation for Individual Rights in Education, or FIRE, had

given WKU a red light rating for
what it deemed a violation of freedom of speech in the WKU student
handbook, the Student Government
Association has taken steps to remedy the situation.

Story by:
Tyler
Prochazka

FIRE is a non-profit organization that looks at university policies
to see if there are violations of individual rights.
The controversy arose after FIRE
issued a red light rating because
of the email section of the student
handbook. FIRE said it is overly
vague and encroaches on students’
right to express themselves.
Under the “Computer Systems
Security” section of the handbook,
students are warned their “e-mail
resources” may be “revoked at any

time for inappropriate conduct.”
This includes materials “reasonably likely to be perceived as offensive based on race, national origin,
sex, sexual orientation, age, disability, religious or political beliefs.”
The policy further states “advocating religious or political opinions” also could be considered inappropriate conduct.
Laura Harper, SGA’s director
of public relations, crafted a resolution to support amending the
SEE EMAIL PAGE A3

Artist-in-residence gets her own exhibit
BY JACKSON FRENCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Kentucky Museum artist-in-residence Lynne Ferguson will be showcasing her “mixed media” art in a new
exhibit starting Friday.
The exhibit, which will be on display
in the Kentucky Museum, consists of
approximately 25 of her pieces, which
Ferguson said are nonrepresentational
or are abstracted from nature, adding
that the collected pieces are “mixed
media drawings…and kinetic works
that move.”
She said each mixed media piece
makes use of multiple art media, including ink, pencil, oil pastels and
paint.
Ferguson said the kinetic pieces
have moving parts.
“They move just by people being around them,” she said. “They’re
so very light, they’re on rice paper,
and when you move by them, just the
SEE ARTIST PAGE A3

SGA

CELLPHONE
AND LAPTOP
CHARGING
STATIONS ARE
COMING TO
CAMPUS
PAGE A2

WKU alumna Lynne Ferguson stands among her art exhibit, which includes paintings on rice paper. The exhibit will have an opening reception Friday at 5 p.m. and
will remain open until Dec. 15 in the Kentucky Museum. "I like working with rice
paper because the art work moves when you walk by it," Ferguson said.
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Julia Child
topic of gender
and women’s
studies lecture
BY MICHAEL SQUIRE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Julia Child, a cooking and media
icon, is the subject of a guest lecture
being hosted by the gender and
women’s studies department.
Tracey Deutsch, associate professor of history at the University of
Minnesota, will give the lecture in
the Gary Ransdell Hall auditorium
Thursday, Oct. 24 at 7 p.m. This is a
free, swipe-able event for students.
“The [department] was interested in focusing on sustainability
and food issues this year,” Dorothea
Browder, assistant professor of history, said about inviting Deutsch.
“We wanted to bring someone who
could provide historical perspective.”
Browder is also a member of the
gender and women’s studies steering committee and being most familiar with her work, hatched the
idea to invite Deutsch.
Julia Child was a popular American chef, cookbook author and television personality known for shows
such as “The French Chef,” helping to integrate French cuisine into
mainstream American home cooking.
SEE LECTURE PAGE A3

THU 54°/28°
FRI 52°/27°
SAT 61°/39°
SUN 59°/32°
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SGA to spend $1,598 on
charging stations for students
BY KAELY HOLLOWAY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
WKU Libraries and the Student Government Association
are teaming up to bring five
“KwikBoost” cellphone and laptop charging stations to campus.
These stations are equipped
with eight attachments to charge
a variety of smartphones, tablets
and laptops.
Keyana Boka, SGA president,
said Connie Foster, dean of university libraries, came to her
with the idea.
“…And I’ve seen a lot of other
universities do this on their campus,” Boka said.
WKU is already equipped
with one charging station, lo-

cated in Potter Hall. Should all
go according to plan, the three
new stations would be located
in the Educational Resources
Center, Helm 100 and Helm 2.
The fourth would be located
on the Glasgow campus, and
the fifth on the Owensboro
campus.
“They will be in all key library
locations, and we’ll see how students respond,” Foster said.
Student reaction will determine whether the libraries decide to order more stations.
SGA would fund the prospective stations on Glasgow campus
and in Helm 2, leaving the other
three to be funded by WKU Libraries.
“The areas that we’ve desig-

Connie Foster, dean of university libraries

They will be in all key library
locations, and we'll see how
students respond."
nated that we’re going to be putting them in don’t have a lot of
outlets for plugs, so it’s especially
convenient for students studying in those areas,” Boka said.
The stations cost $799 each,
and come to a total of $1,598,
which would be allocated from
senate discretionary funding. A
bill regarding this cost went into
first read at Tuesday night’s SGA
meeting.

“I think it will increase our visibility,” Boka said.
If all is approved, Foster
said the stations should go
up as early as the beginning
of next semester, if not two
to four weeks after placing
the order. The WKU Libraries
and SGA are working to get all
money and sponsorships organized to place the order this
semester.

Crime
reports
Reports

• Bradenton, Fla.
sophomore DaQual
M. Randall, Southwest Hall, was involved in a physical
altercation on Normal Drive on Oct. 22.
• Bowling Green
senior Shakia Harris
reported her bicycle
was stolen from the
Mass Media and
Technology Hall bike
rack on Oct. 21.

For an interactive
map, go to

WKUHERALD.com
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EMAIL

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
offending policy. The resolution,
titled Resolution 3-13-F, has already
passed in SGA with only one dissenting vote.
However, this resolution does
not amend the policy on its own. It
only shows SGA’s support of amending the internet usage policies “to
promote freedom of speech” and
indicates SGA’s intention to negotiate with WKU over how the policy is
written.
“If they wish to limit something,
they need to explicitly state what in
particular they are trying to limit and
we can come to grounds together
as the policy is revised to figure out
whether that would be acceptable or
not,” Harper said before the vote on
the resolution.
Harper said emails in the religious,
gender or art studies departments
all “deal with content that could be
deemed offensive on a daily basis.”
“We are not the Supreme Court.
We don’t have to judge it as the Supreme Court would for us to see it as
problematic,” Harper said.
Howard Bailey, vice president for
Student Affairs, said before SGA began discussing the issue, his staff had
already highlighted the email policy
for further review and that he is willing to discuss how to change the
policy.
While the policy is technically in
the handbook, Bailey said he does
not know of any student who has
been reprimanded under this specific policy.
Bailey said the intent of the policy
was not to stifle speech but rather
to protect certain groups from hate
crimes.

REGENTS

“The intent was that you not use
our email to design a way to do harm
to one of these groups,” Bailey said.
Referring to the “reasonably likely
to be perceived as offensive” language in the policy, Bailey said he
was also uncomfortable with how
the policy was worded and that people have the freedom to say “hateful
things.”
“Hate speech should be challenged with other speech, not suppressed,” he said.
Even if WKU wanted to reprimand
students for violating this policy, staff
members of Information Technology
said it does not have the resources or
interest for preemptively monitoring
students’ emails.
“We have neither the time, the
resources nor the inclination to be
the internet police,” Bob Owen, vice
president for Information Technology, said.
Owen said that the IT division has
the technical capabilities to read the
text of a student’s email, but they will
only do this if asked by Judicial Affairs.
Any investigation into email
would be conducted by a system administrator and would be overseen
by Owen and Gordon Johnson, the
associate vice president of IT, Owen
said.
“We don’t go into anybody’s email
accounts without authorization,”
Owen said.
If Judicial Affairs asks for technical
information as part of an investigation, Owen said IT has some ability to
determine whether a student logged
into WKU’s internet network at a certain time. The logs of internet activity
only go back for one to two months,
he said.
“There is very little we can do, and
these types of things don’t hit our ra-

LECTURE

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

One of the action items discussed in committee that will be
voted on for final approval is the
employment agreement for Deborah Wilkins, general counsel and
chief of staff. The employment
agreement will allow Wilkins to
keep her position as general counsel but she will no longer serve as
chief of staff.
Ransdell said the reason for the
employment agreement is to alleviate workload pressure off of Wilkins.
“It was to much for one person to
address,” Ransdell said.
Other action items that will be
voted on are the approvals for Chinese and Arabic majors and minors
and the approval for the creation
of the department of psychological
studies.
Keyana Boka, SGA President
and student regent, said the Chinese and Arabic major and minor
approval is the most relevant item
pertaining to students at the meeting.
“These two languages are both
critical languages for our country,”
Boka said. “And in these times of
globalization, I think they are very
important to open a lot more opportunities for students and to make
them overall more marketable in the
workplace.”

One of her cookbooks, “Mastering
the Art of French Cooking,” stood as
the bestselling cookbook for years after being published in 1961. With these
accolades, Child was recognized as a
centerpiece of influence for culinary
professionals and women in America.
Child died in 2004 at the age of 91.
Deutsch claims that Child’s success
emerged not only from her powerful

ARTIST

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
movement of the air causes the works
to move.”
Ferguson said the theme of the exhibit is movement and paper.
Donna Parker, the Kentucky Museum’s exhibit curator, said the kinetic
pieces consist of painted pieces hanging from the ceiling.
She compared two of the moving
pieces to mobiles, saying the painted pieces are suspended from a wire
frame.
“Normally, we don’t do one-person
shows, but for hers, it’s kind of a special
thing since she is on staff and she’s our
artist-in-residence,” Parker said.
Ferguson teaches art classes for Very
Special Arts Kentucky and also teaches

“
“
“

PAGE
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Laura Harper,
SGA director of public relations

“Having a code in place that potentially
limits (free speech) is enough in itself, I
think, to chill speech.”
Howard Bailey,
vice president for Student Affairs

“Hate speech should be challenged
with other speech, not suppressed.”
Bob Owen,
vice president for IT

“We don’t go into anybody’s email
accounts without authorization.”

dar very often,” Owen said.
Although there have been no punishments of students who violated
this policy, Harper said the fact that
it exists in the handbook damages
WKU’s reputation and harms stu-

dents’ willingness to express themselves.
“Having a code in place that
potentially limits (free speech) is
enough in itself, I think, to chill
speech,” Harper said.

personality and the appetizing appeal
of her professionally-prepared French
cuisine but also by the new media infrastructure of the time.
Her work also caused more middle
and upper-class people to host dinner
events for socialization, according to
the gender and women’s studies department.
Deutsch argues that Child’s life was,
in itself, an extraordinary project, causing profound changes to take root in
American life. She sees in Child’s life
the growing impact of food in American

culture, middle-class identity and even
politics.
“I think this is a terrific event for
anyone interested in the 1950s and the
late 20th century, mass culture gender
roles, changes in family life, the media
and public policy,” Browder said. “It
should especially appeal to students
in pop culture studies, history, gender
and women’s studies, journalism, folk
studies and policy, but also I think it
will be quite interesting for the general public. Who’s not interested in
food?”

for the folk studies department as an
adjunct professor.
Parker said the only other exhibit
dedicated to one person in the Kentucky Museum is one that showcases
the work of Bowling Green-born artist
Dorothy Grider.
Parker said Grider, who died in 2012,
was known for her illustrations for children’s books and greeting cards.
She said Grider’s estate has donated
some of the artist’s work to the Kentucky Museum.
“She’s been a real friend of ours, so
we’ve showed that collection,” Parker
said. “The majority of that collection’s
on exhibit now.”
Ferguson said her exhibit opens this
Friday during the Bowling Green Gallery Hop, an event that is scheduled to
take place from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
She said numerous galleries and art

venues will be open to the public for the
event.
“During the gallery hop, the museum is open free of charge for the public,
and that’s when the reception is,” Ferguson said.
She said Mass Media and Technology Hall and the Fine Arts Center will
also feature art exhibits during the Gallery Hop.
“People in the community and on
campus go around to the different
galleries and venues, museums, art
centers and there’s other nonprofits,
and they look at the work, and everybody’s open free to the public for
three hours,” Ferguson said. “It’s just
a way to showcase art in the Bowling
Green Area. Some folks come in from
out of town, but there’s three places
on campus that participate, which is
wonderful.”
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COMMON GROUND

Homecoming reveals breakdown in society Tops &
Bottoms
BY NICK BRATCHER
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

have to hang out with the ugly sorority
or awkward fraternity.
Some, being a tad more intelligent,
Get your steel-toed boots ready, ev- just complain to their fraternity brotheryone. I’m about to step on some toes. ers or sorority sisters.
If you’re not Greek, please stick
But all this week, I’ve witnessed the
around for this one all the same. The harshness this system creates and the
parties involved may have Greek let- incredible pain this kind of judgment
ters, but the principle applies to every- brings.
one.
That’s right. I see you, fraterEvery year, Homecoming
nities, throwing your open parpairings come out, and there are
ties as if the girls you’re with are
winners and losers.
too ugly to bear a whole week’s
Basically, there are three sceworth of social mixing.
narios.
I see you, sororities, who
I call the first one, “The Beauwould rather go to the open
ty and the Beast.”
parties of those fraternities
This is where the members of
I’ve just mentioned in order
a sorority are distraught with the
to avoid those lame nerds or
fraternity they’re with because
Bratcher jerks.
they’re either awkward or jerks,
And I see you, “The Lucky
Opinion
but the fraternity is elated to be
Ones,”
smug because your
Editor
with “the pretty ones.”
high social breed may continue
The second is aptly called “Mission through the week.
Impossible.”
I’m not saying this about any one
This is the pairing where the fraterni- fraternity or sorority in particular.
ty feels like it has been slighted because
In fact, I would argue this happens
it wound up with the girls they think are in every fraternity and sorority because
ugly and fat.
this system has the same root problem:
Last, we have “The Lucky Ones.” vanity.
Those fortunate souls that feel like their
And I’m as guilty of falling into one of
standard of beauty and fun have been these categories through my four years
met by their pairing.
as anyone, so please don’t think of me
Every year after the pairings are an- as a judge or jury.
nounced, without fail, some groups
I’m just a guy who can’t stand the
take to Twitter complaining about the system any longer.
end of the world approaching, as they
Can we all just be honest enough to

admit that this exists?
And what’s worse, this is where society is on the whole. We’re bombarded
with this way of thinking about people
in terms of how they appear.
If someone doesn’t benefit your status, they aren’t worth your time.
“The Big Bang Theory” is the definition of “Beauty and the Beast.”
The entire humor and tension of the
show revolves around the fact that
the nerd shouldn’t be trying to date
the hot girl.
“Mission Impossible” warrants its
name for its lack of representation in
pop culture. It is the exact opposite
of shows like “Everybody Loves Raymond,” “According to Jim” and “King of
Queens.”
That’s why fraternities feel so entitled
to mix with “the pretty sorority.”
“The Bachelor” is an entire reality
series devoted to the notion that pretty people with high status should be
steered away from the less desirables of
society. If you get enough of them in the
same room, they will breed in mutual
self-interest.
If that isn’t “The Lucky Ones,” I don’t
know what is.
There’s something broken about this
picture, whether we’re too arrogant to
see it or not.
Good news is, regardless of what category you’re in, you’ve still got two days
to make it right.
Happy Homecoming.

TOPS to the heat
being on in the
dorms.

BOTTOMS to your
dorm feeling like a
sauna.

TOPS to
Homecoming.

BOTTOMS to
an overly crowded
campus.

LINDS LETS LOOSE

Sense, sensibility and parties
BY LINDSAY KRIZ
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

ing habit that unfortunately still exists today.
However, I do believe in being safe
Last week, a Slate article was brought and knowing your limits for your own
sake. Yes, a man or woman should be
to my attention via Facebook.
The article in question, “College able to be passed out on the ground and
Women: Stop Getting Drunk,” claimed not be physically assaulted or raped.
that the reason women are raped so But for health reasons, one should not
much is because they believe they have allow themselves to get to this point in
the right to drink just as much as boys the first place.
I’m sure someone will read
do, and that it is a “feminist isthis piece and say, out loud, “It’s
sue” to be able to do so.
college, you’re supposed to get
The author, Emily Yoffe, talks
blackout drunk!”
about the idea that it is now taTo which I say yes, drinking
boo to tell young women not
may be a part of college, and
to drink so much, and that it
getting drunk may be a part of
shouldn’t be.
college, but one must be able
Initially, I was horrified just by
to learn his or her limits before
reading the title of the article. Of
pushing them too far.
course women should be able to
Another aspect that made
drink and not worry about beKriz
me re-think my position, in a
ing raped. It’s called common
Columnist
sense, is a memory I had redecency, and boys are not feral
garding my mother. She and I
animals who can’t control their
were hiking, and I was telling her about
actions.
However, as more and more people victim-blaming, and how a woman
commented on my Facebook post re- should be able to stand naked in a
garding the article, I began to have a crowded room of sweaty biker guys and
not worry about being assaulted.
change of heart.
My mother and I argued to the point
Hear me out: I will in no way be
victim-blaming, which is a disgust- of her becoming furious, as she kept arguing that a woman should know better

than to put herself in that situation —
another form of victim-blaming.
This memory brought me back to a
comment made on my status, in which
a girl told me about a mental health
patient she’d heard about who literally could not see what was wrong with
rape, even when he was lectured on the
subject.
Do we make an exception for those
who are not at a healthy mental capacity to understand that rape is wrong? Or
do we find a way to blame the victim as
both Yoffe and my mother did?
Here is where I now stand on this issue: Yes, one should be aware of his or
her surroundings, and should strive
to be as safe as possible. However, if a
rape occurs, I do not care about what
sob story you want to throw me or what
circumstances you want to throw in,
including, “But he didn’t know what he
was doing!”
Rape is never the victim’s fault. Ever.
There’s a difference between being
proactive and telling someone to be
safe and smart in certain situations, and
being reactive and saying, “I told you so,
it’s your own fault!”
And clearly, many in our society
are still struggling to understand the
difference.

CARTOON STRIP

TWEETS
FROM
THE HILL

@BeccaGarrison4
Saturday is suppose to be 61
degrees and sunny! What a
great homecoming day! #WKU
#homecoming2013
— Sent 9:29 AM/23 Oct 13
@Cate_Flute
if you live in Minton and you
ride the white line bus from
GRH to the library in the
morning, you are satan and I
hate you. #wku #commuter
— Sent 8:57 AM/23 Oct 13
@sjstanley94
Can it be Saturday already? I
just wanna tailgate. #Homecoming #WKU
— Sent 9:32 PM/22 Oct 13
@maggiepie0302
It’s arctic in this classroom
#brrr turn the heat on #WKU
— Sent 2:01 PM/22 Oct 13
@Moriah_Ashley
I danced my way down the
hill. Garett to AC. #wku #dancedisaster #cantworryboutit
— Sent 12:25 PM/22 Oct 13
@Smiley_SoSweet
This girl in front of me is looking at KKK pictures on her laptop and pictures of burning
crosses #wku is she foreal?
— Sent 12:17 PM/22 Oct 13
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The Herald encourages readers to
write letters and commentaries
on topics of public interest. Here
are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250
words. Commentaries should be
about 500 words and include a
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number, home
town and classification or title.

4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to
edit all letters for style, grammar,
length and clarity. The Herald
does NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received
by 7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO
NOT reflect those of Western
Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority members practice on Tuesday for their step show performance at Diddle Arena this Saturday. The sisters meet at the Dance Arts Center in
Bowling Green. DEMETRIUS FREEMAN/HERALD

BRINGING THE

NOISE

Bowling Green junior Jeniece Bailey and Nashville senior Courtney
Buggs embrace as they watch their Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority sisters
practice on Tuesday for their step show performance at Diddle Arena this
Saturday. DEMETRIUS FREEMAN/HERALD

Bowling Green senior McKinley Ingram places her hands in a resting position during step
show rehearsal for Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority. IAN MAULE/HERALD

Louisville junior Summer Stringer leads her Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority sisters in a dance routine practice on Tuesday for their step show performance
this Saturday. DEMETRIUS FREEMAN/HERALD
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Event encourages students to buy local
BY KRISTINA BURTON
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

Centennial Mall was overwhelmed with the colors of fall on Wednesday afternoon as the WKU GreenToppers and Horticulture Club held a pumpkin sale called Buy Our Own, or B.O.O.
The event, which originated at the Glasgow Regional Center, was held in honor of Campus Sustainability Day and also to raise money for future events within the Horticulture Club and GreenToppers.
SEE BOO! PAGE B2

LEFT: Students paint
pumpkins at the
B.O.O. pumpkin sale
put on by the Horticulture Club and
GreenToppers.
BELOW: Lexington
freshman Lauren
English paints a
pumpkin at the
B.O.O. event put on
by the Horticulture
Club and Green
Toppers. The pumpkin sale featured
painting supplies to
decorate pumpkins
with free hot chocolate and free apple
cider from Jackson's
Orchard. KATIE
MCLEAN/HERALD

Historian to
lecture tonight
on one of Ky.
'famous sons'
BY MACKENZIE MATHEWS
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

The history department is sponsoring the second annual Civil War
Lecture with historian William C.
“Jack” Davis’ presentation, “John
C. Breckinridge, Kentuckian and
American.” Davis will speak tonight
at 7 p.m. in 2113 Snell Hall.
Davis, former executive director of the Virginia Center for Civil
Studies at Virginia Tech, has written and edited more than 40 books
on the Civil War and southern history.
Davis worked as the on-camera
senior consultant for 52 episodes
of A&E and the History Channel’s
“Civil War Journal.” He was also the
history consultant for several other
productions, and his book, “The
Battle of New Market,” will be made
into a film next year.
WKU’s Institute for Civil War
Studies plans to host a speaker every year. Robert Dietle, head of the
history department, said that Davis was chosen for his distinction
in historical studies and authorial
connections with Kentucky.
William Davis is a very prominent historian and author on the
Civil War… and he wrote, probably,
the definitive biography on Breckinridge,” he said.
John Breckinridge, a Lexington
native, was a two-term congressman and vice president under former President James Buchanan.
Following a failed presidential campaign in 1860, he was expelled from
the Senate for supporting the Confederacy.
Davis said Breckinridge is one of
Kentucky’s most famous sons and a
champion for peaceful reconciliations between the North and South,
so it was interesting how he was
viewed as a traitor after becoming a
Confederate General.
“I hope they [the audience]
get an impression of the reasonable man caught in unreasonable
times,” Davis said.
A native of Missouri, Davis took a
special interest to the social and political implications of the Civil War.
“It’s an internally fascinating
question as to what can make
brothers go to war with each other,”
he said.
Davis has now been a professional historian for 44 years.
“The past has a way of showing
us how people behave in times of
stress and crisis. The kinds of reactions in public affairs now are no
different to people 150 years ago,”
he said. “History can give you a perspective, or at least a little understanding, as to why we act the way
we do now.”

FREQUENT FACES

Economics professor encourages students to be themselves
BY JACOB PARKER
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
As journalists, we are
on a never-ending search
to find stories to tell. Often
times in our search for a
person to capture in words,
we overlook the people who
we encounter in our daily
lives. This is the first of an
ongoing series shining light
on the faces we see around
campus on a daily basis.
*******************************
Dan Myers, associate professor of economics, initially
came to WKU to work on his
dissertation on a one-year
appointment.
“Twenty-eight years later
and I’m still here,” he said.
“I did not intend on staying
here, but it worked out.”
Since coming to WKU,
Myers has participated in a
variety of student organiza-

tions, including Homecoming and coordinating international programs with the
business office.
“I came here because it
was convenient, but I got
here and it was just a comfortable place for me,” he
said. I fit in well, I get along
with students, faculty and
staff. It became a home for
me.”
Working with international programs, Myers has traveled to several countries with
students, including Amsterdam every other year, China,
Spain, Germany and France.
“One thing I’ve really enjoyed is the travel that I’ve
done with my work with international programs,” he
said. “I guess an important
part of the job that’s personally rewarding is watching
my students grow from (the
experience).”
Of all the places he’s been,

Daniel Myers,
associate professor of economics, has
been with the
Department
of Economics
at WKU since
1986 and currently serves
as the international officer
for the Gordon
Ford College
of Business.

BRIAN POWERS/HERALD

Myers said one location felt
more familiar than any others.
“I have felt more at home
in a town called Queretaro,
Mexico,” he said. “I went

there frequently because of
our grant, and it was just sort
of like a second home.”
Having been to many different countries, Myers said
meeting people can be life

changing.
“When you meet certain
people, you know that they’re
going to be a part of your life
forever,” he said.
SEE FACES PAGE B2
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One such person is his best
friend from high school, with
whom he shared a conversation that is now represented in
art on his wall at home.
“…I said to her ‘You’re the
strangest person I’ve ever met,’
and she said, ‘You are too,’” he
said. “From then on we knew
we’d be friends forever.”
Myers said he is who he is
because of the lessons his parents imparted on him.
“I guess all that I am stems
back from my mother and my
father,” he said. “The insight
they gave me into life is probably something that sticks with
me and makes me the way I
am.”

He said the lessons they
taught him are the same ones
he tries to pass on to his students: Be yourself. Do your
best. Try.
“You should also make the
best of what you’ve got instead
of having regrets. Go forward
and grow,” he said. “Having
regrets buys you nothing. You
have to build on what you’ve
done.”
To Myers, the most important lesson is to be yourself.
“Make yourself happy,” he
said. Do things because you
need to, not because other
people want you to. In everyone’s brain, they try to conform
to other people’s ideals, and it’s
kind of like a weight lifted off
your shoulders when you say,
‘I’ve got to live for me and nobody else.’”

id concern and where visitors
had heard about it before. Answers varied from witty comments to serious concern.
Taylor Mill sophomore Eva
Ross was helping to promote
the Horticulture Club by assisting in selling pumpkins.
“I just hope to promote
horticulture more and encourage people to be appreciative of plants and
pumpkins and just nature in
general,” Ross said.
Ross also hoped the event

would spread some fall cheer
around campus.
“We’re just trying to have a
piece of home for students,”
Ross said. “Since most students don’t really go out and
buy their own pumpkins, we
just wanted to have something on campus where they
could put a pumpkin in their
room and feel like it’s fall.”
Frazier said that both the
GreenToppers and the Horticulture Club plan to host this
event again next October.

CONTINUED FROM LIFE

Daniel Myers, associate professor of economics, teaches Economics 206 in Grise Hall on Wednesday. BRIAN

POWERS/HERALD

BOO!
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Richmond junior
Matt
Frazier, president of the
GreenToppers, helped out at
the event.
“All of the pumpkins were
locally grown,” Frazier said.
“We really hope this event
can encourage people to buy
locally.”
Frazier said that it’s important for people to support

their local farmers because
their jobs depend on outside
support.
The pumpkins were grown
at and provided by Crooked
Creek Farms. Frazier said they
were very willing and eager
to contribute, and sold the
pumpkins to the Horticulture
Club and GreenToppers for a
cheap price.
Visitors to the event had
the opportunity to purchase
the pumpkins for $3 each or
two for $5, which according

to Frazier, is only 20 cents
more than the pumpkins sold
at Wal-Mart.
Visitors also had a chance
to paint their pumpkins and
enjoy free apple cider provided by Jackson’s Orchard.
A marker board was also
set up where visitors could
write their opinions on climate change.
Questions asked on the
marker board addressed
causes of climate change,
how it affects lives, if it's a val-

Finding his place

Hall director still assimilating to life in U.S. after 13 years
BY KAYLA BOYD
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
Steven Amusan was 11 years old
when he looked out the window of
his apartment in Minnesota and
saw powder falling from the sky.
Excited and curious, he stepped
outside to explore the new phenomenon.
Amusan reached out both arms
and waited. He collected several
flurries on his hands and licked
them off his fingers.
After 10 minutes, he went back
inside. The falling powder was cold
and he wasn’t wearing boots or a
jacket.
For a boy born and raised in Nigeria, Minnesota winters were unfamiliar and bizarre.
Not only was the weather vastly
different, American culture was also
peculiar.
In Nigeria, Amusan played with
a clothes hanger and an ice cream
lid. For hours every day, he pushed
the rolling lid down dirt roads with a
straightened out wire hanger.
He gathered water from a natural

well and carried the bucket on his
head back to his house, trying his
hardest not to trip. He and his cousins climbed the guava tree in their
grandfather’s backyard.
In Brooklyn Park, Minnesota,
he babysat his three younger siblings. He was shunned for looking,
dressing and speaking differently
from his classmates. In sixth grade,
he learned how a common phrase
means different things in various
countries.
Amusan wrote “I love Kim” on
a piece of paper. In Nigeria, saying that you love someone shows
your support for that person. This
seemed appropriate to Amusan
because Kim was running for class
president and Steven wanted to
show support for his friend. Steven
quickly learned the phrase has a different connotation in America.
He promised his classmates he
wasn’t gay, but Kim wasn’t interested
in being friends after that.
Twelve years later, Amusan is still
assimilating into American culture,
something he thinks he’ll never fully grasp.

Originally from Nigeria, Steven Amusan, Zacharias Hall director, and his family made
their way to Minnesota when he was 11. Since becoming a hall director a year ago,
Amusan said he most enjoys when students come back and tell him that he made a
difference in their lives. "I try to take the time and invest in them," Amusan said. BRIAN
POWERS/HERALD
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Best and Worst of 31 Nights of Halloween
BY BEN CONNIFF
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

As my second annual “31 Nights of Halloween” horror movie marathon approaches its
zenith, I would like to share some of the best and scariest films I watched for the first time.
Plus, I'll clue you in on some of the ones that should be avoided like the dentist down the
street who gives out toothbrushes to trick or treaters.

GHOULISHLY GOOD
“The
Frighteners”
(1996)
Peter Jackson directed this darkly humorous tale about a man
(Michael J. Fox) with the
ability to see and communicate openly with
spirits, who uses his gift
to fight a demonic presence.
A quirky “Ghostbusters” vibe and revolutionary special effects
that showcase Jackson's
now-famous
technical wizardry make “The
Frighteners” a great option for Halloween. Now
streaming on Netflix.

“The
Awakening”
(2011)
This thriller, starring
“Iron Man 3”’s Rebecca
Hall and “300”’s Dominic West, is set in postWorld War I England
at a boarding school
for boys. While there, a
famous hoax exposer
(Hall) sets out to explain
sightings of a missing
child's ghost.
The musical score by
Daniel Pemberton and
cinematography from
Eduard Grau create a
chilling atmosphere. The
final plot twist is jawdropping. Now streaming on Netflix.

“Poltergeist” (1982)
Director Tobe Hooper and producer Steven Spielberg bring to
life the story of a family whose daughter gets
kidnapped by vengeful
spirits who have taken
over their home.
Young
Heather
O’Rourke’s performance
and a host of spectacular visual effects have
instilled “Poltergeist” as
both a horror classic and
a pop culture phenomenon. “Monster House”
director Gil Kenan will
resurrect “Poltergeist” in
a remake slated for 2014.

BRUTISHLY BAD
“Silent Hill: Revelation” (2012)
Inspired by the Konami video game, “Silent
Hill: Revelation” follows
a high school girl (Adelaide Clemens) who is
drawn into an alternate
reality while investigating
the disappearance of her
father (Sean Bean).
Along the way, she
finds answers to the terrifying nightmares that
have haunted her since
childhood. While the
creature make-up and
special effects are indeed
horrifying, the rest of the
narrative is too muddled
to follow.

“A Haunted House”
(2013)
Following in the
footsteps of the Wayans
Brothers’ “Scary Movie”
franchise, “A Haunted
House” spoofs recent
horror films such as
“Paranormal Activity”
and “The Devil Inside.”
The jokes are too
crass to be funny and
the characters are so stupid that they make you
eagerly cheer for their
demise. Stay away.

“The
Collection”
(2012)
“Saw” franchise veterans Marcus Dunstan
and Patrick Melton return for this sequel to
their 2009 thriller, “The
Collector.” “The Collection” picks up when a
man who escaped the
clutches of The Collector in the previous film
is blackmailed into the
killer's booby-trapped
warehouse.
Uninteresting characters and an abundance of gore prove too
much to warrant a recommendation.

THE REMOTE

Disown ‘Mom’ and ‘Dads’
BY RYAN PAIT
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM
“Mom” – Monday
9:30/8:30 central on
CBS
It hurts to see stars
you like involved in
projects that just
aren’t good.
“Mom” is a perfect case of this phePAIT
nomenon.
Columnist
The show centers
on Christy, a single mother and recovering alcoholic who’s trying to get her
life together. Her world is turned upside down by the reappearance of her
mother, Bonnie.
“Mom” features Anna Faris and Allison Janney as Christy and Bonnie, respectively.
They’re two likable talents who have
proven their comedic chops time and
time again.
I’m a huge fan of Janney in particular, who lights up the screen in every
project she’s a part of with her distinctive delivery.
Whether she’s playing Juno’s mom in
“Juno” or a hard-partying beach goddess in “The Way, Way Back,” she’s always just great.
That spark is sadly dulled in “Mom.”
Janney adds some class to the mostly
classless proceedings, but she deserves
much better than this.
“Mom” glides clunkily along from
punchline to punchline, but it feels like
there’s no forward motion.
It also makes the show feel like an
exercise in constant embarrassment for
Christy and Bonnie.
“Mom” also seems obsessed with
jokes about substance abuse and casual cheating. A few were mildly funny,
but most were just uncomfortable.
This might explain why the show is
having trouble attracting the large audiences that CBS is used to.
This base humor also degrades the
sentimental moments that the show
attempts.
It’s not as offensive as it could be or
as annoying as I thought it might be.

But that doesn’t mean that “Mom” is
good.
It just means that “Mom” is passably
mediocre.
And nothing’s sadder than a bad
mom.

“Dads” – Tuesday 8/7 central on Fox
Most people love their dads.
But Fox’s “Dads” is distinctively unlovable.
The series centers on Eli (Seth
Green) and Warner (Giovanni Ribisi),
two man-children who co-own a video
game company that produces titles like
“Kill Hitler 2.”
The two find their lives invaded
when their dads decide to move in with
them.
It’s a premise that’s tired right out of
the gate — this type of story has been
done countless times now, and it’s
hardly ever funny.
“Dads” doesn’t break that cycle, either.
It’s filled to the brim with offensive
humor. The show plays it off as breezy
and casual, which makes it even worse.
The two episodes I watched poked
“fun” at Asians, Ethiopians, gay people
and women.
The only group that may not be offended is straight, white males — obviously the audience that “Dads” is aiming for.
But they should also be offended
because “Dads” is just malignantly unfunny.
“Dads” also loves making its characters behave like children. Eli and Warner have a “pot-off” with their dads.
Warner’s wife chases him around his
office when she’s mad at him.
I don’t mind this kind of humor.
Adults behaving badly can be hilarious.
“It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia”
and “New Girl” are perfect examples of
this.
But “Dads” does nothing with its juvenility. It doesn’t subvert, and it gives
no underlying commentary like “Sunny” and “New Girl” do.
It does it for the sake of comedy, but
it utterly fails.
“Dads” is not just light on laughs. It’s
utterly devoid of them.

WKUHERALD.com
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Alums start leatherwork business, plan to unveil WKU products at Homecoming
BY KAYLA BOYD
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
Clayton & Crume has a
certain regal sound to it. As a
leatherwork business specializing in belts and key fobs, the
owners of Clayton & Crume
believe the name has done its
job establishing an identity for
the company.
A Louisville-based business
founded and owned by Clay
Simpson of Louisville, and
Tyler Jury of Elizabethtown,
Clayton & Crume got its name
from its founders. Clayton
comes from Simpson’s first
name and Crume comes from
Jury’s father’s middle name.
“My name didn’t sound
as good for a leather goods
company as his did, so we had
to get creative,” Jury said. “I

have really grown fond of the
name.”
Both Simpson and Jury
graduated from WKU in 2012.
Simpson was a marketing and
sales major and Jury was a
chemistry and biology major.
While in school, they recognized a need on campus for
new accessories, primarily
belts.
“We wanted WKU belts,
and what we found just didn’t
make the cut,” Simpson said.
“So we bought some leashes,
cut them apart, threw some
leather on there and called it
a day.”
The belt prototype stirred
up enough attention from
other students that Simpson
and Jury began to seriously
discuss starting a business together.

C&C Anchor Belt PHOTO COURTESY OF KATIE JURY OF OSL

CREATIVE STUDIO

“We knew what we wanted
to produce and how we were
going to do it,” Simpson said.
“We stayed up all night planning and haven’t looked back
since.”
Clayton & Crume was officially founded in December
2012. Since then, the business
partners have unveiled a variety of leather belts, key fobs
and iPhone sleeves that can be
ordered online.
A day at the office of a
leatherwork business isn’t the
typical pen-pushing job.
“We like to think that a work
day at C&C is better than one
at Google,” Jury said. “When
we hit a mental block, we
take a foosball break. We have
some pretty intense matches
at the office.”
The business end, however,
isn’t always fun and games.
They usually juggle several
tasks at once, from custom
designing products to communicating with clients and
other projects spread across
their work table.
“If you walk in on a typical day, you would find one of
us sewing and working with
leather, while the other was
working design, ordering materials, or reaching out to potential suppliers and clients,”
Jury said. “As a start-up, we are
constantly looking to improve
our business and grow our
brand, so there is a lot of strategic planning involved.”

C&C Anchor Belt PHOTO COURTESY OF KATIE JURY OF OSL
CREATIVE STUDIO

we like to take our time. We
aren’t really in a mass-production mindset.”
Simpson and Jury have
been working meticulously to
obtain their official license to
sell WKU products. As long as
things go smoothly this week,
they will debut their WKU
products during Homecoming tailgating.
“Look for two guys carrying
a lot of leather products and
come say hi,” Jury said. “We’ll
be taking orders and selling
products.”
Clayton & Crume will also
debut in the WKU bookstore
sometime after Homecoming.
You can find Clayton &
Crume online at their new
website
www.claytonandcrume.com.

The leather Clayton &
Crume uses comes from several different leather suppliers, depending on the product. They source everything
from American tanneries and
said they are fairly picky about
what ends up in the final
product.
Jury said the typical time
it takes to complete and ship
and order a product from their
website is between two and
three weeks. Custom work
takes anywhere from four to
six weeks. They also offer rush
options for clients who require
a quicker turnaround.
“It takes a while, but we’re
getting faster,” Simpson said.
“Everything that leaves the
office has been touched and
worked on by both of us, and

Volleyball team prepares for road trip and quick turnaround
BY AUSTIN LANTER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Back on top of the league
standings once again, the
Lady Topper volleyball team
takes on a pair of conference
opponents this weekend, one
on the road and one at home.
First up for the team will
be a road match against
Louisiana-Monroe on Friday. ULM (4-20, 1-8 Sun Belt
Conference) may seem like
easy competition, but earlier
this year, the Lady Warhawks
snapped WKU’s 40-set Sun
Belt winning streak in their
last match. The Lady Toppers
ultimately won the match 3-1
on Oct. 11 in Diddle Arena.
“They’re really scrappy and
they play hard,” freshman
defensive specialist Georgia

O’Connell said. “I think we did
let our guard down. We kind of
got complacent with what we
were doing. I think if we stay
aggressive the whole match,
then we’ll win.”
Sophomore middle hitter
Noelle Langenkamp agreed
with O’Connell and said the
team needs to come out with
a purpose each set and win to
10 instead of playing catch-up.
The trip to Monroe, La.,
is about 10 hours, which the
team will be traveling by bus.
WKU will not get back until
early Saturday morning before
playing a home match against
Arkansas State at noon.
“It’s just a tremendously
strenuous road swing, and
we’ll just have to manage
that,” coach Travis Hudson
said. “Obviously, we will have

SOCCER

CONTINUED FROM PAGE B6
With their conference position on
the line, this weekend is shaping up to
be one for the record books for WKU.
Should the Lady Toppers win on Friday, WKU will be the only team in the
conference to accumulate 50 Sun Belt
wins since the Lady Toppers last won
the title in 2007.
After this weekend, senior defender
Torrie Lange will be one of only 11 Lady
Toppers in program history to appear
in more than 80 games. She and fellow
senior defender Stephanie Lindsey —
who leads the Toppers in minutes this
season at 1,232 — are the spine of a
staunch back line that has blanked six
of seven SBC opponents this year.
Coach Jason Neidell is two wins
away from 150 career wins in his time
as the only soccer coach in WKU’s program history.
Lange said the Lady Toppers are trying to be mentally tough in their last
two games. After Friday’s home game,
WKU will close the season with a road
game Sunday against Evansville.
“Ever since last season ended, we’ve
been working on having a tough mentality, and I know that’s vague terminology and for everyone it might be a little
different,” Lange said.
Neidell said the Lady Toppers have
the ability to improve in every facet of
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It's just a tremendously strenuous road
swing, and we'll just have to manage
that. Obviously, we will have to play well
against a team that gave us fits here.”
to play well against a team that
gave us fits here.”
Luckily for the players, the
bus is a sleeper bus.
“I think it’ll make us tired
but we are taking the sleeper
bus so we’ll be able to sleep,”
O’Connell said. “Since we’re
driving through the night, it’ll
be like getting a night’s sleep,
so I think we’ll be fine.”
Sunday will be the second
time WKU takes on ASU (1013, 6-3 SBC) in a week. The

their game.
“We need to work on our collective
team defending, possession through
the midfield and being more dangerous on the attack,” he said. “That’s going to be our focus in practice moving
forward to this weekend.”
Despite a lack of wins, the Lady Panthers have posted impressive offensive
numbers in conference play this season. GSU has netted 10 goals compared to WKU’s eight since conference
play began.
On that same note, the Lady Panthers have only shut out one Sun Belt
opponent this year, while WKU has
shut out all but one of its conference
competitors. WKU has only allowed
three goals since conference play began, all in one game, while GSU has allowed 11 goals from six opponents.
“It has been a tough part of the season,” Neidell said of his team’s recent
conference schedule. “It is always hard
to play away conference matches. We
feel like we hadn’t been playing to our
potential the past couple games, and
we told our girls that.”
Neidell said his team is ready to
have the chance to clinch the conference.
“We are very excited to be in the position to clinch the regular season title,
but all that gets you is a trophy,” he
said. “We really are looking to be in top
form come conference time.”
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to Enjoy STUDENT SPECIALS
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“It’s easier now because I
know the block, like our blocking schemes,” she said. “I think
we’ll do better at blocking this
game.
O’Connell said the team as
a whole will just need to serve
more aggressively this time
around.
For Hudson, it’s not about
what ASU is doing, but rather
what his team is doing.
“I decided a few weeks ago
that these last three or four
weeks needed to be about us
and getting better on our side
of the net,” he said. “We played
pretty well against Arkansas
State. I think they made some
adjustments in the third set
and made it close. They made
some nice adjustments and
I’m sure they’ll pick up right
there.”

Travis Hudson, volleyball coach

two teams played in Jonesboro, Ark., last Sunday, where
WKU came out on top 3-0.
WKU handled ASU in the
last game, sweeping the Red
Wolves and taking the sets by
11, nine, and five points.
Despite the sweep, there
are a couple of things the
team wants to improve on for
the upcoming game. Langenkamp said the Lady Toppers
need to improve their blocking.
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FOOTBALL

CONTINUED FROM PAGE B6
contest against Troy (4-3,
2-1) — the Trojan defense
is second in the Sun Belt in
stopping the run.
Andrews’ burly rushing
attack makes for an interesting matchup against a Troy
defense only allowing an average of 141 yards per game
this season. But Andrews
himself said as long as they
stay aggressive and “keep hitting them in the mouth,” everything will go according to
plan.
Coach Bobby Petrino said
when he schemes for the
Trojans, he finds a very disciplined team.
“When you watch them on
video, their defensive scheme
is sound,” Petrino said. “They
don’t make many mistakes.
They make you earn everything and they’ve got good
players.”
WKU is aware that Troy
will provide the biggest challenge to Andrews. The coaches plan to feed the ball to their
studs and use them to open
up other options in the offense, offensive coordinator

SENIORS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE B6
Each member has characteristics that, when you bring
them together, complement
each other well.”
Abolins, a transfer from
Detroit-Mercy, made a strong
first and last campaign in red
and white. She leads the conference in shutouts this season with eight, and her 582:30
goalless streak from Sept. 20
to Oct. 18 is the second longest in program history.

Antonio Andrew, senior running back

Jeff Brohm said.
“I think they’ve been very
good at stopping the run, and
that’s our strength,” he said.
“They’ve been a little susceptible to big plays — that hasn’t
been our strength. We have
to find ways to get big plays,
take shots, throw the ball vertically and make plays when
we do it.”
Earning that big play or
the score on the long ball is
what WKU has struggled with
for 60 minutes in games the
team has lost. WKU’s inconsistency in the second half
this year has led to the Toppers being outscored 66-13
in the second half of games
they’ve lost.
Those second half woes
have come as a result of turnovers, something both teams
have struggled with all year.
WKU ranks next to last in the
NCAA in turnover margin at

-1.7 and Troy follows closely,
ranking No. 117 in the nation.
Turnovers are the culprit for the inconsistency for
Petrino’s squad, who said the
team has turned the ball over
“in all kinds of fashions,” but
Andrews said it’s a mental
game for he and his teammates.
“We just have to play
with heart,” Andrews said.
“We’re missing that. We have
to come together and play
more as a team and leave it
all out there…we have to be
confident in ourselves. That’s
it — all mental mistakes and
just lack of focus, lack of confidence.”
Andrews’ run game has
been the most consistent
weapon in the offense. While
junior quarterback Brandon
Doughty has completed 68
percent of his passes on the
year, his 12 interceptions lead

all quarterbacks in the conference. Brohm said he understands their running back
is their most elusive outlet,
but it is important to continue to balance their offense.
“You can’t hand the ball off
every play even though we
have an outstanding running
back,” Brohm said. “We have
to build our passing game,
get better at quarterback, get
better at receiver, be more
consistent at tight end and
develop the ability to strike
fast and score in the passing
game.”
With two losses and a current No. 7 rank in the Sun Belt,
Saturday’s matchup with the
Trojans, ranked No. 3, is even
more crucial to the Toppers’
season hopes of a high conference seeding.
Petrino said he knows his
team has had plenty of opportunities at their fingertips, and that they can’t afford
to continue to let them slip
away.
“We’ve had some really
good games where we’ve executed and found ways to
win,” he said. “We just have
to continue to work hard and
get better at it.”

Forward Andrea Curry’s
senior campaign has offered her a slew of different
on-field positions. Her transition from back line to midfield sparked 11 goals in nine
games for the squad.
Curry said she looks at her
experience at every position
as a strength that helps her
teach the younger members
of the team.
“I know a lot of players who
struggle to find out where
they fit in and how they can
help the team,” Curry said. “I
think I can show that every-

one is an essential part, no
matter what position. I love
that I can be versatile for the
team. I love that I can give
what the team needs in multiple positions. For me, that’s
the most exciting part of the
game.”
Senior midfielder Chrissy
Tchoula has been an outspoken vocal leader this season. Paired with her versatility in the midfield position,
she had a big hand in WKU’s
eight shutouts this season
as well as its offensive spark,
tallying a team-high three as-

sists on the season.
A victory in Friday’s game
against GSU could lead the
Lady Toppers to a regular
season conference title.
Lange said she wants to end
her home career with a win.
“I’ll never forget Western
Kentucky University,” Lang
said, “College is such a great
experience and Western
Kentucky is such a special
place. Being part of an intercollegiate athletics team
has meant a lot to me and
I wouldn’t have it any other
way.”

We just have to play with heart. We're
missing that. We have to come together and
play more as a team and leave it out there.
We have to be more confident in ourselves.”
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“This will be a good test to
see where we are as a team
and what we need to work
on. The biggest challenge will
be mentally. Are we going to
cower to the level of the competition we will be up against
this week, or will we step up
and fight.”

Claire Conlon, swimmer

Everything is
familiar when you
swim at home—
the blocks and the
walls—it makes
swimming much
easier. It especially
helps when other
student athletes
or friends come to
watch. It gives you
an added boost.”

This week’s meet will also
be the alumni meet, where
past swimmers of the team
will come back to watch the
team swim at home.
The pressure is on the
team since it’s the first home
meet of the season, Conlon
said, but the environment
also makes them more comfortable in the water.
“Everything is familiar
when you swim at home —
the blocks and the walls — it
makes swimming much easier,” Conlon said. “It especially
helps when other student
athletes or friends come to
watch. It gives you an added
boost.”
WKU and Northwestern
will begin swimming at 2 p.m.
Friday at the Bill Powell Natatorium at the Preston Center.
Junior TJ Bland said WKU
will be able to hold its own
against the Big 10 opponent if
the swimmers stay tough.
“If we stay motivated and
have the right mental approach, we can compete
against anyone,” he said.
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Lady Toppers can
clinch regular
season crown
BY JONAH PHILIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

One conference win stands between
the Lady Toppers and a regular season
Sun Belt Conference Championship
— a feat they have not accomplished
since 2007.
Friday’s match will pit WKU (8-4-4,
6-1-0 Sun Belt Conference) against a
Georgia State team currently slated at
No. 6 in the conference.
This will be the Lady Toppers’ first
time facing off against the conference
newcomers. With a win against GSU
(5-9-1, 3-4-0 SBC), WKU would clinch
the regular season title and earn the
No. 1 seed in the Sun Belt Conference
Tournament, which is set to begin Nov.
6 in San Marcos, Texas.
Senior forward Andrea Curry said
the Lady Toppers know what’s on the
line at Friday’s Senior Day game.
“The biggest thing we want to accomplish is to make the most of the opportunities that are given to us,” she said.
SEE SOCCER PAGE B4
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Senior goalkeeper Nora Abolins runs through goalkeeper drills during morning soccer practice at Smith Stadium on
Tuesday. SHELBY MACK/HERALD

Seniors look to close careers with Sun Belt title
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
As WKU looks to clinch a Sun Belt
Conference regular season title Friday night, the Lady Toppers will honor a group of nine seniors that have
helped bring the program to new
heights.
The graduating seniors have contributed to 56 of the 148 games WKU
has won in program history, including 34 Sun Belt wins.
Coach Jason Neidell said his seniors have been winners since the
day they came to Bowling Green.
“This senior class has only known
success since they’ve been here,” he
said. “Really since 2007, our teams
have come in and only had success.
This class in particular have consistently come together and played well
when it matters most.”
The seniors have logged a lot of
time all over the field.
Defenders Torrie Lange and
Stephanie Lindsey have built and
maintained a back line in their time

Torrie Lange, WKU soccer player

We all have different leadership qualities.
This year, we have taken a little bit from
everyone and added to the team chemistry,
and it has really come together”
on the Hill that has accounted for 29
shutouts, with 21 against Sun Belt
opponents since 2011.
Lindsey has started every game
this season and leads the squad in
minutes with 1,232. Friday will mark
her 58th career start as a Lady Topper.
Lange has been the centerpiece
to a back line that, along with senior
transfer goalkeeper Nora Abolins,
has blanked six of seven conference
foes this season.
Lange’s most dangerous aspect,
though, may be her consistency. She
has started every game for the Lady
Toppers since the beginning of the
2011 season and even played in each

game of her freshman campaign.
“We all have different leadership
qualities,” Lange said. “This year, we
have taken a little bit from everyone
and added to the team chemistry,
and it has really come together.”
Neidell said his seniors have had
such a good leadership impact on
the Lady Toppers that they didn’t
even need to elect team captains.
“We haven’t had captains this year
— this is the first time in program
history that we haven’t,” Neidell said.
“What we have had is a leadership
council instead, of which included a
good chunk of the senior class. "
SEE SENIORS PAGE B5

Andrews plans
to keep churning
yards against Troy
BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Senior running back Antonio Andrews hasn’t missed a beat this season
in his quest to lead the NCAA in allpurpose yards in back-to-back years.
Andrews is on pace to top last season’s 1,728 rushing yards mark with
1,036 yards on the ground through
seven games this year. He has a chance
to defend his all-purpose yards title
with 1,610 all-purpose yards so far — a
number that gives him a shot to pass
his 3,161 all-purpose yard season from
last year that fell just 88 yards shy of
Barry Sanders’ 1988 Heisman Trophy
campaign record.
Despite the numbers that Andrews,
the leading rusher in the NCAA, is posting, the Toppers’ notches in the win column are not equally impressive. WKU
(4-3, 1-2 Sun Belt Conference) hopes to
change that in Saturday’s Homecoming
SEE FOOTBALL PAGE B5
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Swim team hosts Big 10 opponent Friday
BY BILLY RUTLEDGE
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
After a strong outing in their first meet
of the season, WKU’s swimming and diving teams are set to face one of the toughest foes on their schedule at the Bill Powell
Natatorium this Friday.
The meet against Northwestern at 2
p.m., will be the first home meet of the
season for the Topper teams. Saturday also
serves as the alumni meet, as WKU continues to celebrate Homecoming.
The Toppers started off the season
against Delta State on Oct. 12 in which
WKU swimmers won 23 out of the 28 individual events.
The Topper teams took home the win
that day, but also made history as sophomore Giorgi Meyer set a school record for
the one-meter boards and for zones at the
NCAA championship in the process.
Junior Claire Conlon said the hot start

to the season has given the athletes some
confidence as they look to the next meet.
“The win has helped us realize what we
need to work on in the upcoming weeks,”
Conlon said after practice Tuesday. “It has
boosted our ego a little bit, but we’ve been
training really hard this week so we should
do well.”
The Toppers will have to do well if they
will want to compete with Northwestern.
The Wildcats come into the meet with
a recruiting class ranked No. 16 in the
nation. They won their first meet of the
season against Eastern Michigan and are
predicted to have several swimmers in the
NCAA Championships later this year.
The competition may be raised, but
coach Bruce Marchionda said his teams
are ready for the challenge.
“We want to be competitive against a
very good Big 10 team that doesn’t have Freshman swimmer Aubrey Grensing practices her back stroke start at
the Preston Center on Tuesday before the WKU swim team meet on Friday
many weaknesses,” Marchionda said.
SEE SWIMMING PAGE B5 against Northwestern. TYLER ESSARY/HERALD

